UNIT 2

FOURTH GRADE

Weather or
Not
This six-week unit invites students to explore
geography as it relates to seasons and weather.
Students explore how these settings are
represented in—and affect events in—
literature.

Essential Questions:
How does setting impact a story?

Reading Standards for Literary Text

RL.4.1 Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says
explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text.
RL.4.2 Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem from details in the text;
summarize the text.
RL.4.3 Describe in depth a character, setting, or event in a story or drama, drawing on
specific details in the text (e.g., a character’s thoughts, words, or actions).
RL.4.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including
those that allude to significant characters found in mythology (e.g., Herculean).
RL.4.5 Explain major differences between poems, drama, and prose, and refer to the
structural elements of poems (e.g., verse, rhythm, meter) and drama (e.g., casts of
characters, settings, descriptions, dialogue, stage directions) when writing or speaking
about a text.
Cont.

Resources, Materials, Activities &
Assessments
Presentation on Weather
Quizzes
Voc. Understanding
Class Discussion
Teacher Observation
Read Think & Write Activities
Edhelper
Super Teacher Activities
Visit Weather Station
Journal Writing
Recite Poems
Stories on Weather & Seasons

RL.4.7 Make connections between the text of a story or drama and a visual or oral
presentation of the text, identifying where each version reflects specific descriptions
and directions in the text.

Reading Standards for Informational Text

RI.4.1 Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says
explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text.
RI.4.3 Explain events, procedures, ideas, or concepts in a historical, scientific, or
technical text, including what happened and why, based on specific information in
the text.
RI.4.4 Determine the meaning of general academic and domain‐specific words or
phrases in a text relevant to a grade 4 topic or subject area.
RI.4.6 Describe the overall structure (e.g., chronology, comparison, cause/effect,
problem/solution) of events, ideas, concepts, or information in a text or part of a text.
RI.4.7 Interpret information presented visually, orally, or quantitatively (e.g., in
charts, graphs, diagrams, time lines, animations, or interactive elements on Web
pages) and explain how the information contributes to an understanding of the
text in which it appears.
RI.4.9 Integrate information from two texts on the same topic in order to write or speak
about the subject knowledgeably.

Writing Standards

W.4.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and
information clearly.
a. Introduce a topic clearly and group related information in paragraphs and sections;
include formatting (e.g., headings), illustrations, and multimedia when useful to aiding
comprehension.
b. Develop the topic with facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other
information and examples related to the topic.
W.4.3 Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective
technique, descriptive details, and clear event sequences.
b. Use dialogue and description to develop experiences and events or show the responses
of characters to situations.
W.4.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization
are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.
W.4.7 Conduct short research projects that build knowledge through investigation of
different aspects of a topic.
W.4.9 Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis,
reflection, and research.
a. Apply grade 4 Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Describe in depth a character,
setting, or event in a story or drama, drawing on specific details in the text [e.g., a
character’s thoughts, words, or actions].”).
b. Apply grade 4 Reading standards to informational texts (e.g., “Explain how an
author uses reasons and evidence to support particular points in a text”).

Speaking and Listening Standards

SL.4.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one‐on‐one, in groups,
and teacher led) with diverse partners on grade 4 topics and texts, building on others’
ideas and expressing their own clearly.

b. Follow agreed‐upon rules for discussions and carry out
assigned roles.
c. Pose and respond to specific questions to clarify or follow up o
information, and make comments that contribute to the discuss
the remarks of others.
SL.4.4 Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience in an organized
manner, using appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details to support main ideas
or themes; speak clearly at an understandable pace.
SL.4.5Add audio recordings and visual displays to presentations when appropriate to
enhance the development of main ideas or themes.
Language Standards

L.4.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and
usage when writing or speaking.
a. Use relative pronouns (who, whose, whom, which, that) and relative adverbs
(where, when, why).
c. Use modal auxiliaries (e.g., can, may, must) to convey various
conditions.
d. Order adjectives within sentences according to conventional patterns (e.g., a
small red bag rather than a red small bag).
g. Correctly use frequently confused words (e.g., to, too, two;
there, their).
L.4.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization,
punctuation, and spelling when writing.
a. Use correct
capitalization.
b. Use commas and quotation marks to mark direct speech and quotations
from a text.

L.4.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple‐meaning words and
phrases based on grade 4 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of
strategies.
a. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple‐meaning words and
phrases based on grade 4 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of
strategies.
Cont.
L.4.5 Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and
nuances in word meanings.
a. Explain the meaning of simple similes and metaphors (e.g., as pretty as a
picture) in context.

Reading Foundational Skills
RF.4.4 Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support
comprehension.
a. Read on‐level text with purpose and understanding.
b. Read on‐level prose and poetry orally with
accuracy, appropriate rate, and expression on
successive readings.

Authentic Assessments:

